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ile the leading trade :unions
‘have launched strike action par-
fally ~-ta ~challenge* pension
reform, * fundamental
about-an aging population need to be
tackled to mount an effective opposi-
tion. -

Italy does have the highest proportion

and: the Towest proportion under 14.

But; we ‘'must treat these: as. statistic' e

i propertions; ‘Otherwise, ‘it~ is ‘easy to
present the-problem as too-many pen-
. -sionets: lrvmg onger and  stigmatize
them. =

The prmc1pa1 reason for the high pro-
< portion of people over 65 is ow fertili- e
,,;allowances for expandrng the wealt; -of
nsocxety by employmg more people at

ty rates: The fertility rate’in Italy: is now

121 ‘children*per woman; the lowest in. *
, 15 that there are few- ",
er young, people ‘o‘mpared to the eld- " |

erly

Italian total: period’ fertility” rates. from

"2.55 per-woman in- 1965; to 2,19 in":
1975, and to-1.53 in 1983. These earli-
er-declines “are influential -now as-they-
mean that there are fewer people cur-
rently at their peak reproducmg ages.

“than before. ‘So the problem is more

misconceptions::

ple-under 65.-
-administered " pensions cutrently con-
: sume more than 14 percent of GDP:

of people over 65 yearsold in the Euro-~
pean ' Union, along . with:: Switzerland, .

There hasbeen a long-term decline in i

reduced " -their dependency on - the
health system. Their greatest demarids
on-the health system tend to be in the
final few years of life, especially if ter-
minal ilinesses. set in, Wthh now: tend

“to-befater in life.

Obviously, . the elderly are -more ,
dependent on welfare than most peo-
“In. particular;. INPS-

Provrdmg for'the ‘old is an indication

‘of a civilized society. Nevertheless, an
'addmonal component'of the future

The governments reforms in the g

: 2002 budget will shift the way some of
‘the wealth of. socrety is: drstrrbuted to

one of agmg from “below” than from . pensi

“above,” S Phil™ Mullan _superbly
explalns in “The - 1magrnary Trme;
fBomb

~This.is also crltrcal in challengmg pre

drctlons of a future “time bomb" of too

many. elderly. The:World: Bank: fas. pro-

“population:over .60 years old will rise

from 274 in 2010 to36.5 percent in -
‘few commentators
~have:- pornted to-the same nstitution’s

< 2050:¢ However, .

~make payments tofufure .p ,
“from ‘the wealth created: by the work-
force of the ’future F’rlvate funds will-

i utting emp]o esr ‘-IF
) Wie 7% percent of

“inte: occuparlonal and
.- their; choice, -
jected: that the percentage of the ltalian .

“Both: prlvare and. public- systems Wlll‘

predlctlon of a: subsequent fall ta: 309

“percent in 2075, or: considered that '
“these projections would " mean fewer -
~dependent children requiring family-
beneﬁts oF health and educatron provr- :

sions.

Barrmg a human dlsaster there w11
, be many more-over 65s in 2050. How
* ever,  projections: ignore 'how the pee-
‘centage of elderly-could be reduced by

fan 1ncrease in the fertrhty fate before :

ty by expanding private penslons and:
has suggested that further structural
i’eforms to the pension’ system will fol:
ow.

The legend of a burden of pensnoners’f
can-be used to justify cuts in their ben-
efits and. welfare spendrng on: others:
due-to the so-called stralns caused by
more elderly. i

Questioning -the notlon that ltaly
faces an aging time bomb wil| be- more
effective’in challenging pension reforms’
than presenting the elderly as; vrctrms of
a wicked. government. . :
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